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Abstract

The Ephippidae, as a family with high economic and ecological values, consists of 8 genera and 15 species.
The genus Platax has the most diversity with five species and is widespread in the Indo-Pacific region. P.
orbicularis is reported to exist in the northern and southern waters of the Persian Gulf, the Gulf of Oman,
and the Red Sea. The present study reported a specimen of P. orbicularis from the coast of Persian Gulf and
made the COI sequence of this specimen available. Thirty-one sequences of five congener species, which
were available through the GenBank, were used to analyze the molecular progeny of the genus Platax. The
results of the current research revealed that P. orbicularis and Plataxteira were in a sister group and P.
boersii was classified next to them. Also, P. batavianus and P. pinnatus were identified as sister taxa.
Molecular phylogeny was largely consistent with the comparative morphological results of the five species
of the genus Platax.
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Platax orbicularis (Forsskal, 1775)

Chaetodon orbicularis Forsskal [P. S.] in
Niebuhr 1775:59, xii [Descriptiones animalium
(Forsskal)] Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Red Sea.

Chaetodon vespertilio Bloch [M. E|]
1787:67, Pl. 199 (fig. 2) [Naturgeschichte der
ausléndischen Fische v. 3] East Indies.

Platax ehrenbergii Cuvier [G.] in Cuvier &
Valenciennes 1831:221 [Histoire naturelle des
poissons v. 7] Al-Luhayya, Yemen, Red Sea;
Massawa, Eritrea, Red Sea; Malacca,
Malaysia, eastern Indian Ocean; Mauritius,
Mascarenes, southwestern Indian Ocean.

Platax blochii Cuvier [G.] in Cuvier &
Valenciennes 1831:222 [Histoire naturelle des
poissons v. 7] Mauritius, Mascarenes,
southwestern Indian Ocean; Puducherry, India;
New Guinea.

Chaetodon  guttulatus  Cuvier [G.]
1829:193 [Le Régne Animal (Edition 2) v. 2]
No locality.
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1 Platax batavianus HQ956562, DQ107767, DQ107770, DQ107768, DQ107771, DQ107769

2 Platax boersii JN313144, HQ564408
GU674288, FJ58385, FJ583852

3 Platax orbicularis FJ583856, FJ583854, FJ583855, MF123985, KF009644, MF123986, MH331825,
JN021240, NC 013136, AP006825, KF930266, this study

4 Platax pinnatus KP194929, FJ583857, FJ583858

5 Platax teira HQ149898, HQ149897, KY 371964, KY371965, KJ129008, KJ129007

6 Chaetodipterus faber JQ365288
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