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A Taxonomical Note on Genus Alopecurus (Poaceae) in Iran

Mohammad Amini Rad ~
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Abstract

The identification and determination of Iranian Alopecurus specimens is doubtful; therefore, it is
necessary to study the genus in Iran. Up to now, 12 species and 3 subspecies have been reported in
previous studies in Iran. In this research, A. aequalis, A. arundinaceus, A. aucheri, A. mucronatus,
A. myosuroides and A. textilis together with four subspecies are confirmed. Also, the presence of
A. apiatus, A. dasyanthus, A. himalaicus, A. pratensis, A. seravshanicus and A. vaginatus was not
confirmed in Iran. A. laguroides, distributed in Turkey and the Caucasus region, is reported for the
first time from Iran on the basis of two samples collected from Sabalan Mountain. Also,
A. arundinaceus subsp. armenus and A. myosuroides subsp. tonsus are as new reports for flora of Iran.
In addition, morphological description, geographical distribution in the world and Iran, a key for
Iranian species as well taxonomical discussion on reported species from Iran are also presented.
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A. apiatus Ovcz., A. arundinaceus, A. aucheri,
A. dasyanthus Trautv., A. himalaicus Hook.f.,
A. mucronatus, A. myosuroides, A. pratensis,
A. seravshanicus Ovcz., A. textilis and A.
vaginatus (Willd.) Boiss.
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1. Alopecurus aequalis Sobol., Fl. Petrop.: 16
(1799).
Type: (USSSR, nr. Leningrad) habitat in locis

uliginosis cum praecedente (A. geniculatus). In
lacubus natants est, Sobolewski (holotype LE)
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- subsp. tonsus (Boiss.) Dogan, in Turk. J. Bot.
23: 250 (1999).

Basionym: A. agrestis L. var. tonsus Boiss., FI.
Or. 5: 485 (1884).

Synonym: A. myosuroides Huds. var.
breviaristatus Ascher. & Graebn., Syn.
Mitteleur. FI. 2: 130 (1899).

Type: (Turkey B1 Izmir) in agris Smyrnae,
Fleischer (E); Syria littorali ad Tripolium,
Blanche (G)
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3. Alopecurus laguroides Balansa, Bull. Soc.
Bot. France 21: 11 (1874).

Type: (Turkey) region alpine Karadeniz
audessus de Djimil (Cimil) vers 3000 meters,
Balansa 1552 (holotype P, isotype E and G)
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2. Alopecurus myosuroides Huds., FI. Angl.:
23 (1762).
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Synonym: A. agrestis L., Sp. Pl. ed. 2: 89
(Sept. 1762).

Type: (England) in arvis, et ad vias, Hudson
(holotype destroyed)
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5. Alopecurus textilis Boiss., Diagn. ser. 1(13):
40 (1854).

Type: (lran) in glareosis wvulcanicis jugi
Besmitschel montis Demawend, 2743 m,
Kotschy 351 (Holotype G, isotype E and K;
image!)
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6. Alopecurus arundinaceus Poir., in Lamark,
Encycl. 8: 776 (1808).

Synonym: A. ventricosus Pers., Syn. PI. 1: 80
(1805) non Hudson (1778).
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- subsp. arundinaceus

Type: “cultivée au Jardin des Plantes de Paris”,

Poiret (P)
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- subsp. armenus (K.Koch) Tzvelev, Novosti
Sist. Vyss. Rast. 8: 18 (1997)

Basionym: A. pratensis var. armenus K.Koch,
Linnaea 21: 381 (1848)

Synonym: A. armenus (K.Koch) Grossh., FI.
Kavk. ed. 2, 1: 173 (1939)

Type: Described from northern Turkey
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Meddel. Naturhist. Foren. Kjgbenhavn 55: 162
(1903).

Type: Pamir, Tahatyr Tash, on moist ground,
Ove Paulsen 772; Pamir, in swamps by the
lake Bulug Kul., Ove Paulsen 1162.
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