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Study and identification of dominant Rodents of orchards
and farms in West Azerbaijan Province

Alireza Khalilaria *
W. Azerbaijan Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education Center, Urmia, Iran

Abstract

34 individuals (24331099) were collected from apple orchards, alfalfa fields of Urmia, Salmas,
Khoy, Makoo, Miyandoab, Shahindej and Tekab of West Azerbaijan. Different methods as live traps,
snap traps and hand were used to collect samples. Morphology, skull and karyotype of live specimens
were used for identification of species. Some samples got taxidermy as Museum samples. All samples
were belonged to Microtus. Among 53 world species, two species M. arvalis and M. socialis are
hazardous in orchards and alfalfa fields of West Azerbaijan province. Two species of Microtus were
collected from Salmas and Tekab. Those were new records for this region that are in the process of
identification. Ellobius and Mus musculus is the other damaging genera in the orchards and the fields
near the mountains and fields.

Key words: Ellobius, Field-mouse, Microtus, West Azerbaijan
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