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First record of the genus Schoettella and three new records
of the family Hypogastruridae (Collembola, Hexapoda)
for fauna of Iran with an identification key for Mazandaran province
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Abstract

The Hypogastruridae family belonging to the class Collembola (Springtails) are among the
most important and abundant soil arthropods. These animals play important roles in
decomposition processes and nutrient cycling. However, their fauna have remained too much
unknown in Iran. In order to study of Collembola fauna in the Mazandaran province, some
sampling from soil, leaf litters and mosses were made from different regions of the province
during 2012-2013 years. Then, the springtails of samples were separated using Berlese funnel
and preserved in 75-85 % ethyl alcohol. During the investigation, some samples belonging to
Hypogastruridae were collected and identified. The genus Schoettella and the three species S.
unungiuculata, Hypogastrura purpurescens and Ceratophysella engadinensis are new records
for fauna of Iran and the two species Xenylla maritima and C. stercoraria are recorded for the
first time from Mazandaran province. In addition, an identification key for local genera and
species of the family Hypogastruridae in Mazandaran is presented here.

Key words: Identification key, Mazandaran, Hypogastruridae

* mshayanmehr@sanru.ac.ir



