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A cytotaxonomic study of Catabrosa P. Beauv. (Poaceae) in Iran

Hojjatollah Saeidi * and Fatemeh Rahmati
Department of Biology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Abstract

Beauvois (1812) described the genus Catabrosa as a group of perennial and rhizomatous
grasses in the tribe Poeae Barnhart. (Poaceae). It is believed that two species namely:
C. aquatica (L.) P. Beauv and C. capusii Franche. occurr in Iran. In this study, the
chromosomes of the genus Catabrosa were investigated. Based on the diploid numbers
counted among 10 accessions belonging to two putative species, only 2n=20 were observed
among the materials studied. This is in accordance with the literature and based on x=5,
confirms the tetraploid nature of the genus in Iran. Several karyotypic parameters defined in
this study showed no variability among the accessions examined. Regarding morphological
uniformity among the materials studied and the general tendency of the incorporation of
C. capusii in C. aquatica this genus was recognized with one species and two subspecies:
aquatica and capusii occring in this country.

Key words: Iran, Poaceae, Karyotype, Catabrosa, Chromosome
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