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Centaurea patula (Asteraceae), A Forgotten Species for the Flora
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Abstract

Centaurea is one of the most complex and largest genera of the family Asteraceae in the World. It is
mainly distributed in Europe, the Mediterranean region, and southwest Asia. This genus is
polyphyletic and has recently been divided into some monophyletic genera. In Iran, Centaurea
contains 109 species in 31 sections that are present in most parts of the country. This research is the
result of exact taxonomic study of species of the section Ammocyanus in different herbaria. During
this study, it was found that two syntypes collections were cited for C. patula protologue that one of
them is attributed to Iran. However, there is no mention of this species in Flora Iranica and in fact C.
patula is a forgotten species for Iranian flora. So, C. patula is treated in this study as an existing taxon
for the flora of Iran. To clarify the application of this name, it was thus typified and its lectotype image
was presented.
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Centaurea patula DC., Prodr. 6: 583 (1838).

Lectotype (designated here): Turkey. In
Cappadocia ad Euphratem, 1837, P. M. R.
Aucher-Eloy 3170 (G00473343!: right hand of
the sheet; isolectotypes:  G00223057!,
K000794087!, P00703816!, P00703817!). —
Residual syntypes: Iran. In Perse (Persia):
Caskin, 1829, C. P. Bélanger 419
(G00473363!: left hand of the sheet,
P00703815!).

= Centaurea ramosissima Freyn & Sint. in
Freyn, Oesterr. Bot. Z. 44: 220 (1894).
Lectotype (designated here): Turkey. A5
Kastamonu: Tosya, at Sabadja (Sapaca), 23
June 1892, P. E. E. Sintenis 4393 (B 10
0088265!; isolectotypes:  BM000906219!,
F1012704!, G00223058!, G00223059!,
JE00015932!, KO000794088!, LD1021253!,
LD1039462!,  P00703757!,  P00703758!,
W18930003408!). — Residual syntype:
Turkey. Paphlagonia, Wilajet Kastambuli, in
collibus ad Szuluk- Tashesme, 21 May 1892,
P. E. E. Sintenis 3899 (GOET001300!).
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